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Private Interests vs. Public Goods

Cross-Canada tour on privatization

October 15-30, 2003
Tour Summary

The following summary is a short report on the events of each city. In summary: 

· 2269 people reached directly through presentations at Forums/Conferences (1069 west, 1200 east)

· 320 students reached directly through classroom talks

· Radio interviews: CBCNorth – Whitehorse (2 interviews), CBC Edmonton, CKRM620 Regina, CKCU-Ottawa, CKUT-Montreal, CHMR-St.John’s, CBC-St. John’s, Radio-Canada International, CFQM-Moncton, CBC National – audience size variable

· Newspaper interviews/articles: Yukon News, See Magazine (Edmonton), Telegram-St. John’s, The Muse-St. John’s, The Muscadet-Moncton, L’Etoile-Moncton, L’Acadie Nouvelle-Moncton, Telegraph Journal-Moncton – reach varies

· One television interview on the Canadian Parliamentary Affairs Channel (CPAC) on “Talk Politics” with Ken Rockburn. 

· Ten MPs/MP offices present at lunch on Parliament Hill and one at Whitehorse Public Forum

Western Leg

WHITEHORSE

1. Media interviews – CBC Whitehorse, CBC Edmonton (Wild Rose Forum), See Magazine (Edmonton)

2. Presentation to Vanier Catholic Secondary School –Virginia, Rudolf and Robin presented and fielded questions.

Attendance: 80

3. Public Forum – Robin moderated presentation by Virginia, Rudolf and local economist Luigi Zanasi – 2.5 hours total

Attendance: 75 people including Yukon Member of Parliament Larry Bagnell and territorial NDP leader Todd Hardy. This is a large turnout in a community of 20,000 – many audience members commented on turnout.

EDMONTON

1. Public Forum at U of Alberta – 30 min presentations plus Q&A, 

Attendance – 35 people – an excellent turnout considering flight delay in Vancouver meant tour arrived 1 hour late.

2. “Civil Society Issues in South Africa” – University of Alberta International Centre - 1 hour talk – Virginia only

Attendance – 25

3. Public Workshop – “Privatization – Cautionary Tales from the Global South” – Alberta Social Forum – U of Alberta – 30 minute talk plus Q&A

Attendance – 40

CALGARY- Rudolf Amenga-Etego only
1. Media interview – Calgary Herald

2. Public Forum – “Saving the Poor or Modern Day Robber Barons? – University of Calgary Dept of Economics – Rudolf as keynote speaker – 1 hour followed by panel discussion (2 hours) and networking.

Attendance – 100

REGINA

1. Coffee House – 15 minute presentation between entertainment by local drum group

Attendance – 10 (Saturday night)

2. Foundation of Human Rights Class presentation – 15 minute presentation with emphasis on link between privatization and human rights.

Attendance – 30

3. SCIC Development Issues luncheon  - 15 minute presentation with Q&A

Attendance – 35

4. Press Conference – cancelled due to non-attendance. Both guests did interview with CKRM 620 radio – local radio with a large rural audience.

5. Public Forum – COC event – 20 minutes plus Q&A

Attendance – 15

WINNIPEG
1. Meeting with City Councilors– 1 hour discussion with Jenny Gerbasi and Harvey Smith (progressive councilors), emphasis on Bank Bonds campaign

2. Presentation to Students – U of Winnipeg – informal discussion due to low turnout. Attendance – 4 (lunch hour)
3. Winnipeg Labour Council monthly meeting – 15 minute presentations plus Q&A – strong interest in Bank Bonds campaign as solidarity strategy.

Attendance – 50

4. CUPE Privatization Committee meeting - 15 minute presentations plus Q&A – strong interest in Bank Bonds campaign as solidarity strategy.

Attendance – 15

5. Public Forum – 2 hours – Robin moderated 20 minute presentations by Rudolf and Virginia followed by Q&A

Attendance – 65

VANCOUVER

1. BC Water and Waste Water P3 Workshop – Rudolf and Virginia attended the full day and spoke informally with many participants including private sector developers, lawyers and CD Howe Institute staff. An opportunity to become immersed in BC water privatization debate.

Attendance – 150

2. Wine and Cheese with Local activists – hosted by BC Federation of Labour– short presentations and informal discussions

Attendance – 15

3. Media – province-wide call in show appearance cancelled at last minute due to BC flash flooding story. Due to the potential significance of this media opportunity, no others were planned. Audience in millions.

4. Meeting with Mayor Derek Corrigan, Burnaby – dialogue with Mayor, his staff and another councilor on privatization in north and south.

5. Council of Canadians AGM – Virginia did keynote on opening night. Both did workshop on the following day.

Attendance – 500 opening plenary, workshop 20

6. BC Government Employees Union (BCGEU) AGM and Policy Convention - Youth workshop – presentation and discussion with youth members of BCGEU

Attendance – 30

7. BC Government Employees Union AGM and Policy Convention – 20 minute speech by each guest on privatization and labour solidarity to convention plenary.

Attendance – 400
Eastern Leg

MONTREAL

1. Canadian Environmental Network conference  -Bricks and Sylvester gave 30 minute talks plus took questions.  Bricks and Pam gave workshop on water. 

Attendance: 120 

2. Interview with CKUT (McGill campus radio) 

3. Public Forum at McGill - Bricks and Sylvester gave 30-minute talks plus questions.

Attendance: 40

OTTAWA
1. Canadian Labour Congress Mid-Term conference - Sylvester gave a 15 minute talk and spent time with delegates

Attendance: 400

2. Meeting at Department of Finance with CIDA and DFAIT officials - Bricks and Sylvester focused on the misguided approach of the private sector development push of IFIs in the area of service delivery, Sylvester highlighting the negative impact in a “post-conflict” fledgling democracy situation and both highlighted negative impacts, particularly on the poor. 

Attendance: 9
3. Press conference with Barb Byers from CLC - Only Radio-Canada International showed up. However press release went out and CBC Winnipeg called as a result of this. 

4. Lunch discussion on Parliament Hill with MPs/MP staff. The following MPs attended: 

Larry Bagnell (Lib.) (HOST)

Alan Tonks (Lib.)

Peter Adams (Lib.)

Judy Wasylycia-Lies (NDP.)

Peter Stoffer (NDP)

Alexa McDonough (NDP)

The following offices were represented, but some out of their own interest. 

Charles Caccia (Lib.) 

Irwin Cotler (Lib)

Libby Davies (NDP)

Brian Masse (NDP) 

The discussion lasted 1.5 hours, although it was scheduled to be only one hour. Main points in discussion included:  the role of CIDA, possible positive role of Federation of Canadian Municipalities, role of trade agreements in locking-in choices, lack of parliamentary accountability over Canadian decision-makers at World Bank and IMF. 

5. Public Forum at Public Service Alliance of Canada - Speaking with Bricks and Sylvester was Jane Stinson with CUPE. 

Attendance: 55 

ST. JOHN’S

1. Interview at Telegram newspaper

2. Interview at CBC for Radio Noon show

3. Interview at the Muse, campus newspaper

4. Interview at CHMR, campus radio

5. Talk at Memorial University first year global issues class

Attendance: 50
6. Public Forum at the Lantern - Greg Malone, comedien (CODCo fame), performer and activist MC’d and Kathleen Connors, Chair of Canadian Health Coalition spoke with Bricks and Sylvester
Attendance: 50 

MONCTON

1. Radio Interview with CFQM-Moncton

2. Public Forum and Lions Senior Citizen’s Centre - Sr. Aurea Cormier spoke about local struggles with Bricks and Sylvester

Attendance: 60 

3. Presentations at 3 High School classes

Attendance: 130

4. Newspaper Interviews with L’Acadie Nouvelle and Telegram-Journal

5. Lunch with activists and 3 municipal councilors

Attendance: 17

HALIFAX

1. Canadian Crossroads International Alumni Event - Bricks and Sylvester spoke for 15 minutes each.

Attendance: 30

2. Public Event part of Nova Scotia Federation of Labour Biennial Conference - Bricks and Sylvester spoke with Barb Byers, CLC

Attendance: 150 

QUEBEC CITY
1. Public Event part of Canadian Union of Public Employees Annual Convention – International Solidarity Event - Bricks and Sylvester spoke at Global Justice Forum with South African trade unionist. Also speakers from Puerto Rico and Guatemalan unions. 

Attendance: 250

TORONTO

1. Public Forum at Ryerson University - Speaking with Bricks was Patrick Bond, visiting professor at York. 

Attendance: 80
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