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Confirmed Participants - EASTERN LEG

Sylvester EJIOFOH – NIGERIA 

General Secretary of the Amalgamated Union of Public Operations, Civil Service, Technical and Recreational Services Employees
In addition to his duties as General Secretary, Sylvester Ejiofoh is a member of the National Executive Council of the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) and Secretary of the Joint Public Service Negotiating Council. He is the initiator of several NLC motions, policies and campaigns on sectors including: petroleum, water, education, health, social security and national heritage (national theatre, museums, etc.). Ejiofoh has made several appearances before legislative committees on privatization and related subjects.

The Nigerian labour movement is the largest in Africa and one of the most dynamic in the Commonwealth Trade Union Council (CTUC). Labour is at the forefront of a strong national protest movement against a series of domestic oil price increases that have occurred since June 2000 -- a result of Government's privatization and deregulation of the petroleum industry. These price increases have negatively impacted the daily transport costs of formal and informal sector workers. After another petrol price increase, a two-week long general strike was held in July 2003. The NLC eventually succeeded in convincing President Obasanjo's Government to negotiate and lower the fuel price in Nigeria. 

Richard  MOKOLO – SOUTH AFRICA - Orange Farm Water Crisis Committee 

Richard (Bricks) Mokolo was actively involved in the struggle against South African apartheid and in 1985, was imprisoned without trial and tortured for his role as the chairperson of a student group advocating free education for all. 

Bricks is a founding member of the Orange Farm Water Crisis Committee (OWCC), a community movement struggling against the privatization of the municipal water services in Orange Farm, an informal settlement of 1.5 million people, south of Johannesburg. The inability to pay for water supplied by the recently introduced pre-paid meters forced Orange Farm residents to risk cholera by drinking polluted water and led to the formation of the OWCC. 

Using direct action strategies, the Orange Farm Water Crisis Committee has put free water on the top of the agenda for South African social movements. In the words of Richard Makolo, "Privatization is a new kind of apartheid - apartheid separated whites from blacks; privatization separates the rich from the poor." Bricks is also active in the Anti -Privatisation Forum (APF) and has assisted the development of the Kganya Women's Consortium.

Confirmed Participants - WESTERN LEG

Rudolf AMENGA-ETEGO – GHANA

Integrated Social Development Centre (ISODEC) and National Coalition against Privatization (NCAP)

Rudolf Nsorwine Amenga-Etego, called “Dollo ” by his peers, is a lawyer by profession and a farmer by upbringing. Currently he is the Director of the Advocacy and Campaigns Programme of the Integrated Social Development Center (ISODEC). He is also the national campaign coordinator of the Coalition Against the Privatization of Water (CAP OF WATER), a coalition that has over 500 individual and institutional members and enjoys wide support across Ghana.  

Dollo has done extensive research on water privatization in Ghana and has a number of publications to his credit. His immense following, built over years of raising his voice for the poor, and has been the key to the success of the CAP OF WATER. His free legal services to street children and poor residential tenants facing eviction earned him respect in the ghettos of peri-urban areas in Accra.

Dollo is also an activist for social, political and economic justice. In the 1980s he was in the forefront of the struggle for the restoration of democracy in Ghana He was a founding member of the Coordinating Committee Of Democratic Forces (CCDF), the body that coordinated the struggle against the military junta in the 1980s He led a peasant uprising in 1982 against Tate and Lyle, a British company that took over the two irrigation projects and imposed exorbitant user fees for land and water on the peasants who originally owned the Tono and Vea Valleys; reducing them to farm workers for absentee, urban-based  export farmers on their own land.

Virginia SETSHEDI- SOUTH AFRICA - Soweto Electicity Crisis Committee 
Virginia Setshedi, a Soweto activist, law student and a field worker for the organization Alternative Information Development Center (AIDC) based in Cape Town, South Africa. Virginia is one of the founding members of the Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee, which challenges the unfair electricity cut-off and privatization of electricity in the township. 20,000 customers cut off of electricity in Soweto per month. Virginia is a powerful speaker and public mobilizer, she has travelled extensively around the world speaking out against privatization and led a massive protest of 25,000 people in Durban, South Africa during the World Conference Against Racism.
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